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lii Fall 1992, amateur hybridizer 
George Wander ol Coquitlam, IMl- 
Ish Columbia, Mled a slir in tbc 
Pacific Northwest with the introduc- 
tion of Fd remarkable new miniature 
rose named Rubies + n h Pearls. 
George had registered the rose an 
April 1S92 and entered it himself In 


four fall rose shows where St won 
three trophies The following year P 
it won four trophies in the spring 
rose shows and George was able to 
sell hundreds of plants to those who 
saw nr heard about (his miniature 
gem. 

Lacking a United States distribu- 


tor. Rubies r u r Pearls is not widely 
known outside of the Pacific North- 
west, And as time went on, it be- 
came apparent that although a strik- 
ing color, the very vigorous and 
disease-resistant plant was n very 
tail grower and produced much 
larger blooms than most miniatures. 
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Its form although utcas ion ally 
goad, proved undependable. How- 
ever encouraged by this success, 
George continued his breeding ei- 
forts with miniature rosea and has 
now produced two new miniature 
gems — GoJiIcei Beryl and Glow En g 
Amber — which have ilie promise 
ol being two of the moat outstand- 
ing miniature roses, both for garden 
and exhibit Loci. 

Although George Mander is en- 
joying increased success of late, he 
Js not by any m-ensurc □ newcomer 
to rose hybridizing having been at it 
since 1969- Curiously, lie become in- 
torcsi ltI in hybridization 
before he had Learned 
much of rose cult ti re. His 
hybrid] dug efforts were 
flowed . b owe ver. by T he 
Fad lie held a full-time 
job In another Meld end 
worked much overtime, 

Also, hybridising roses 
In British Columbia with- 
out benefit of a green- 
house made his wort dif- 
ficult. 

The frequent rain 
showers in June and July 
were his biggest prob- 
lem, and up li id i I ]9SS he 
covered all of his crosses 
with a saint I paper bag. 

When rain threatened he 
would add a plastic bag 
over LMch paper bag. 

George's wife, who 
would often co uni the 
many I jags oil bis roses, 
recalls our summer 
when 72 Filled Lhc garden 
making George Ibr ob- 
ject oF neighbor** good- 
natured teasing as Lhey 
congratulated him on 
that year's exceptional 
paper bag crop. 

In very wet sum- 
mers. only Ltb to 10 per- 
cent of George’s crosses 
would take, and during 
those working years he 
never averaged more 
than 10fl - 2M0 crosses annually. 
No net Fm less, Geu rge wo r ked at mak- 
ing new roses year after year. From 
1950 to L9E9 Ins cfforls went in many 
directions working with shrubs, 
climbers, hybrid teas and El ur I bun- 
dan. as well as the west coast native 
Rohji iiutkana. He seldom had mare 


than a few dimm seeds from certain 
crosses and sometimes no geimlna 
tiom 

But George did have some mod- 
es!: successes, the most well known 
Ol which have been Cam adiasi While 
Star®, a white hybrid I l^fl introduced 
in 1 !F8D and Shades of Pink rM , a pink 
hlc nd Flori bund ei iut rod ueed J n I 9 H5. 
But Fais current success traces to a 
relatively unknown rose that he pro- 
duced in 1974 which bears the code 
name MANpurple, This hybrid ten Is 
a cross ol Mount Mills la X Super 
Sun. Super Sun Ls a spurt of 
Piccadilly®, a hybrid tea Introduced 


by Sam McGredy IV in I960 which 
features brightly colored blooms of 
a scarlet base and a gold reverse. 
MAN purple is a nice purplc/cream 
bicolor that opens very fas! and nisei 
fades rapidly. Although not an ex- 
ceptional rose ill H:h Own right, 
MAIN purple laid the groundwork For 


things to come. 

Seeking to introduce the color 
realized In MANpurple into his 
roses, George used its parents re- 
peatedly for several years, Realising 
no success he started to use 
MANpurple Itself. But as a seed, pur- 
er i, he found that less than 1U per- 
cent of his crosses set sued, and uF 
the few seeds produced over many 
years, not a slngh- one ever germi- 
nated. MANpurple was nut much 
better as a pollen parent a* very Few 
seeds were produced from each 
cross, and those few which finally 
germinal of I produced only red and 
pink seedlings. Succeed - 
big crosses produced 
hundreds of seedlings 
with only red, pink and 
white colors and not a 
single one uf mauve or 
purple, nor any blcolor, 
Georgr could only won- 
der JE the purple blcolor 
of MAN’purple would 
ever repeat in his roses- 
tn 1989, George 
grew his first miniature 
rose, a tree rose of Rise 
Shine which he bud- 
ded himself in He 

knew that Rise V Shine 
has been used oxNsit- 
s i vely by ma i ly braes I er s . 
Ralph Moore, the 
breeder o! Rise hr Slimr 
(old him that U produced 
too many white seed- 
lings fur further liKC- in 
hybridizing. Rul since 
George had 105 blooms 
<hi (liu tree m^e, he de* 
cided Hill! he might as 
well pollinate as many as 
possible with 

MAN’pui-plc. "Maybe, 
jusl maybe," he (bought 
to himself, ^the purple/ 
cream blcolor will finally 
come through. 41 

His efforts pro- 
duced about 75 seed hips 
with more than 500 
•seeds, and when germi- 
nated be found thnl Ralph Moure 
was right. Half of the blooms were 
Just white. Others revealed colors of 
yellow, pink, red and sea rim with 
some- blcolor. Bui finally, at lung last, 
a few’ came up with the purple .cream 
bicolor blooms that Georg*: had 
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rich deep color but Ls known for pro 
due tug short stems on a small com- 
pact bush. Could like remarkable 
purple color o I Rubles "n r Pearls 
enrich or be enriched by the color 
nf June Laver 1 H ? Could June fju 
ver™ improve the form of Rubies 
V Pearls? And could Rubies V 
Pearls add some stem size? Bingo, 
The idea worked. The First success 
was a rose that George Mander in- 
troduced in 1995 as Golden Beryl 
(MAN beryl). Golden Beryl is a yel- 
low blend cross whose color de- 
pends ehi tine weather. In tool 
weather li is a clear yellow but in 
warmer weather the yellow is 
brushed with tinges ol orange too r- 
ftngc/red, H lias good form and 


Shades of Pink (above) and left m a bau-t of 58b bloom*. 


been seeking. In all he had a total of 
only five seed Lings with a blcoEor of 
ruby/purple with cream/yeliow re- 
verse. Two were florlbundas aid 
three were miniatures. And onty one 
ol the minis turned out to be non- 
fading. It was also very disease re- 
sistant and was the most vigorous 
seedling he had ever produced. 
Thinking it a gem he registered this 
rose in April 1992 with the name 
Knbies V Pearl®, 

Encouraged by the success of 
Rubles V Pearls. George turned his 
attention to breeding miniature 
roses. Finding he coutct keep his 


potted miniature seed 
parents under his fiber- 
glass back porch dur- 
ing pollination allowed 
him to give up the pa- 
per and plastic hags, 
and this In turn In- 
creased his percentage 
ol takes to 70 ■ ELI per- 
cent. 

In May IU92, 

George took early re- 
tirement at age til. He 
was then able to make a 
record number of 
crosses using Rubles o' Pearls, It 
also allowed him more 
time to think, and In the 
summer of 199^ he came 
up with the very good 
thought ol using the 
golden yellow miniature 
rose June Lover™ as a 
parent, 

June Lover™ is a 
well known exhibition 
rose Introduced by the Ca- 
riadian hybridizer Keith 
Laver in 1987. It is a cross 
of the yellow hybrid tea 
Helmut Schmidt® and 
Gold Mine™, a deep yel- 
low miniature m^c intro- 
duced by Keith LavEr 
which also has Rise H n' 
Slllne an the seed parent, 

it Fras exquisite form and 


,4 mini bowf of 48 blooms of Rubles "d 1 Pearls 


vigor, more so than June Laver ™ T 
but is st III on the smaller size. Nev- 
er! he I ess It Is a promising new min- 
iature gem that will certainly be seen 
often on the show table. 

Bui the best was next. In spring 
19% George Introduced what he 
considers the 41 best yet" of his thou- 
sands of seedlings. Continuing III# 
use □( gems as names for miniature 
roses he called it Glowing Amber. 

I First met Glowing Amber and 
George Mander al the Seattle Na- 
tional Cooven I jo it iri June Far- 

Lli:r in I he year I had acquired 
Golden Beryl, from Oregon Minia- 
ture Roses and was able to enter a 
specimen in my English Box at the 
convention. I was cruising the show 
tables looking for interesting new 
roses and there was a specimen of 
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Golden Beryl and Glowing Amber 
are available in the Uir, team: 


Orego]i Miniature Koftus, Inc. 
82S5 S.W, 185 til Aveime 
Overton. Oil 970074712 
phtm^ ( 503 ) jii 11 M 4$2 


The Mini Rost Garden 
P.O. Bust 203 
Gross Hill, SC 29532 
Phonu: pHJ) 


Both rost'H are available In quanti- 
ties of LOor greater Irom: 


George Marnier 
SfiJriet Hoses 
223-2 Galt* Avenue 
Coquitlam, B.C. 
Canada V3K m 
Phone: ($04) E>26-fiftGl 
(after 12 noon Pacific Time) 


well in the 100 degree heal of sum- 
mer, its ability lo do well In tieaL was 
confirmed by a report ] received for 
Horizon Rosea from Ken Jones In Ari- 
zona. The report was received loo 
late for Inclusion In Horizons hut I 
repeat it here: H Upright growth that 
makes for long stems with nearly 
tivery bloom, The foliage has good 
color and is proportionate to the 
size of the blooms. The blooms are 
everything an exhibitor looks for — 
bright colors, high centers, and they 
hold their form fnr several days. I 
expect this lo be one of the top 
two or three minis on the market 
very soon," 

Since the June ''9S convention 
George has created another stir 
in the Pacific Northwest rose 
shows. In five shows Glowing Am- 
ber has won Queen of Show twice 
and trophies for the best new In- 
troduction. miniature: bloom 
cycle, best group n£ Lbree r best 
group of five and the miniature 
bowl. George hns also won a tro- 
phy for a miniature box with three 
each of Glowing Amber and 
Golden Beryl. [ predict that the 
success of these roses will soon 
j^pr^ad to shows throughout the 
United States. 

Golden Beryl and Glowing 
Amber are indeed two miniature 
gems. George Marnier l fi an old 
prospector whose years of efforts 
have been rewarded with discov- 
ery. And now that be Is exclu- 
sively directing Ills hybridizing ef- 
forts to miniature roses, we 
can e x pec t the d I sco very ol Vtt 
more miniature gems. 


Clin wing Amber that had, been en- 
tered by George IV! under himself. 
There were also several excellent 
specimens of Golden Beryh So I 
sought him out which was not diffi- 
cult since [ found him wearing a 
specimen of Glowing Amber on hi* 
shirt. We became friends, and he lias 
shipped me three bushes of Glow- 
ing Amber which I have been grow- 
ing since that time. 

In my garden Glowing Amber 
has already demonstrated excellent 


form and vigor. In fact the first 
bloom on the best bush he sent me 
would have contended for Queen of 
Show had there been a show avail- 
able. The blooms are velvet reel with 
a deep yellow reverse. They have a 
tendency to quill, but there are lots 
of petals which permit stripping to 
achieve a more rum l dud appear- 
ance. The center Is a perfect pin- 
point, and the bloom is Long lasting 
when cut. And surprisingly. fnr a 
rose From Canada. Ll did remarkably 


Golden Beryl foAoneJ and Glowing Amber (below). 
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